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-meet stiff reslsldnce from Jlack ZlorUsl
. chui ches, which are socially consem-
Wlve - and have enormous memberships.
„Throw In Muslim groups and white conser

vatives. both opposed to abortion
"eious grounds, and "achange In abortion
•faws starts to look less certain." says one
• ANC Insider.
1Unlikely Alliance

Some dreams of the new South Africa
' sound suspiciously like the dreams of

Iheold South Africa. Consider the Fre^om
"Front, the far-right party of Afrikaner, or
"descendants of South Africas orlgnal
'Dutch settlers, who still J^am o^T esJab-
^llshlne a white homeland, or volkstaat.
•; You might think, given that Afrikaners
»Invented apartheid, this Is causing con

^^^Actuall^^for noWi It Isn't. Of
"unlikely alliances, the ANC has
!consider aFreedom Front J
•upon acontinuing government-sanctioned
study, that might lead to some sort of
limited Afrikaner volkstaat. Says Pleter•S â eedom Front official: "V^ haye

Jfound the ANC quite easy to work with.
This Is a rather startling statement

coming from an operative of aparty whose
mJ?e radical members thought arace war
might have been better than a
the ANC at the polls. But, at tbe last

'minute, the Freedom Front, under re '̂red
;South African army General Constaijd
' Vlljoen. cast Itself Into last yeai s elec
' tlons, the general having concluded that
negotiations might win what awar wou d

'certainly not. That act was pivotal In
•• defusing right-wing violence that threat-^ened tosabotage the elections.
* Now, a year later. General Vlljoen
i(pronounced Wlll YOON) cuts quite a fig
ure In South Africa's Parliament. He Is
considered to be a man of principle-
skewed though his politics appear to many.
He and Mr. Mandela, ANC Insiders say,
get along well. And Mr. Mandela, who
Ls proven himself a gifted statesman,
takes the rainbow aspirations of his new
natton sertely.The white tribe o( Africa
asmany descendants of the nation sorlgl
nal Dutch settlers see themselves, cer
tainly has a place here. If a reasonable
compromise can be struck that
Afrikaner frustrations and anger, then
why not try to accommodate them?

Noone believes avolkstaat would be the
klid of place where nonwhltes are disen
franchised - the ANC Is not that obliging.
But It might be the kind of place, a
particular province for example, where. If
enough Afrikaners are willing to voluntar
ily settle there, they could load the vo Ing
rolls so as to form a provincial majority--
In charge of the region's purse strings and
cultural institutions. Including schools.

Whether this can actually work Isn t
clear. The Freedom Front collected only
2% of the vole in last year's elections. Most
Afrikaners have cast their lot with FW. de
Klerk's National Party, and Its vision of an
integrated country with guaranteed minor-

Furthermore, Afrikaners have tradl-
tlonally relied upon cheap and plentiful
black labor for virtually all of their enter
prises. Including farming. Could they real
istically attract enough whites most of
them used to middle-class prlvelege-to do
the menial labor In their homeland?

•it's a problem." concedes Mr. Gous.
"But, If there Is to be a volkstaat, he
Afrikaner has to learn how to sweep the
^^"^fays^rn ANC sSes*^^^^ Isn't an
Issue high on anybody's list but "will get a
hearing. On the other hand^, we think
they'll find It Impossible to achieve.
Epidemic ofViolence

on a balmy Indian-summer day nearJohannesburg, a £
come to mix at a Sunday market iW
collects organically grown produce from
nearby farms to resell to the Johannesburg
gourmet set. But low-key chitchat about
the virtues of pesllclde-free avocado farm
ing soon turns to what all Soutli Africans
black and white, eventually end up talking
about: crime, the bane of the new any-

"Ifer/ffyet-'relectlons,
violence came close to wrenching the coun
try apart. Now. an epidemic ot violent
crime has replaced It, especially In and
around Cauteng, the newly
Ince that Includes the sprawHng urtan
center of Johannesburg. Acar a day Is
hijacked there-and drivers who resist are
roiitlnely roughed up or murdered. Mug-
glngs have become so common 'n -lohan
nesburg's city center that the
Carlton Centre Hotel has dispatched a
TO-slrong security force on the streets o
protect Us guests. But wherever you go In
Luth Africa, everyone seems to have a
*^"'̂ l'hVsmUhs. who have come to drop off
their organically B^own vegetables at the
market here, have a story of ibelr own.
They are New Age types - Into yoga and
strict vegetarianism. They cultivate a
kind of studied attitude of mellowness-ex
cept when they talk about crime.

Twice now they have left their farm In
rural Gauteng (formerly Transvaal), and
twice now It has been ransacked by bur
glars. The last time, the thieves took
everything. Including their clothes. Now.
they say. they simply don't travel any
more. They are afraid to go away for
more than amorning or «"ern<wn for fear
of another break-In. They feel like pris
oners on theirown property.

The pair think of themselves as white
liberals. But they clearly expect more of
Hie new South Africa. They make no bones
about It: Intheir view, crime here wears a
black face, and the new gcjvermiient
seems incapable of dealing with t. Ican t
tell vou - the level ofapprehension among
whites In this counlry - well. It's Just aw
ful."saysSandra Smith.

Many blacks, of course. PoJ*
at least some of the so-called black-on
black violence that marred the run-up to
last year's election was encouraged by
rightist elements within the white govern-

divislons within the antlaparthfeld ^
munlty. Blacks also argue that apartheid s
legacy of racism, poverty. f
social desolation In large part help explain
the current crime wave.

That said, the Smiths get much sympa-
thy from large segments of
community. For while whites worry about
crime - and stories about JohannesburgslSbrokers being hauled out of their
BMWs and shot make the beadllnes
blacks are most often victimized by It.

Out on the windblown flats of Cape
Town, Rose Maso Is one of a ^
women struggling to move herJam^
the dangerous climes of Khayelltsha, a
notorious slum east of Cape Town, to a
more secure nelghborho*^ nnnr^lhe
be built here. Before the elec ons, thetownship was a hotbed ^
lence - often manifesting '̂ self In taxi
wars" as rivals shot up each other s
drivers and passengers. Some think al
that has changed Is the •a '̂el; onone re^^^^
weekend there were six murders In Khaye
litsha, most related torobbery.

"Shooting, stealing - the PejJPje wn t
nve like that," says Mrs. Maso. We mustgef out ofthere." on alist for agovern
ment housing subsidy, Mrs. Maso Is one of
The lucky 0^^^^^ Th/ bulk of the poor In
Khayelltsha have no place to go.

The ANC party line Is that crime ougjt
to decrease as the economy expands andcreates more Jobs. In the Interim. So» h
Africans fret and try to make ^he bestof U.
One writer recently even suggested akind
of Zen approach to the car hijacking.
"Lock Into the frequency of your hl-
lackers," he recommended. "Remain ab
solutely calm and deliberate." And pray
that they only take thecar.
Work ForceShake-Up

Next to crime, the shock wave of ^eat_
est voltage moving through white South
Africa Is one gelling a lot of attention In
A^a: affirmative action. The govern
ment has made no bones about the neec^-
real and political - to move PeoP'e of cojor
Into the economic mainstream. About 45%
of blacks are unemployed; owing to
apartheid, few blacks hold managerial and
civll-servlce positions.

Now, major South African employers,
under government prodding, have begun
to seriously shake up the work force. Tel-
kom, the big P""''Ite
pxamole It has pledged that 70% oi us
clerical posts, and half the PosWons It
reserves for college graduates^lll go to
blacks until at least the year 2000.

For whites, long accustomed to sitting
atop the economic heap, t^e shock Is J^
setting In. Indeed, at Johannesburg s
Rand Afrikaans UnWerslty. ''ewnt gradu
ates complain that they are facing the
worst Job market-for whites, al 'east In
historv This at a time when a newspaper

were on fast-track positions at major cor-



poraiioiis. say fraiikiy thai their careers
have been putonhold forfive yearswhile
the affirmative-action machinery goes
about equalizing the system. One such
manager, who declines tobenamed, puts
the white attitude this way. "Whites un
derstand the need for affirmative action,
but of course everyone wants the other
guy to pay the price." In his case, he
recently left a major company when It
became clear that Its afflrmatlve-actlon
goals had slowed his promotions. Now, he <
has pitched inwith partners to start their
own concern.

Others are voting with their feel. Gov
ernment statistics show about 4,800 "eco
nomically active" South Africans left the
country last year; virtually all of them
were white,and 70% of thosewere middle
managers orhigher. Opponents ofaffirma
tive action use migration statistics to
argue that South Africa can III afford to
discourage whiles anddrive them from the
system at a time when the country Is
critically short of managers. But some
whites wonder what all the fuss* Is about,
given the cascade of opportunities inSouth
Africa's new, open society. "South Africa
Is America In the 1950s in terms of
opportunity," says Stephen Francis, a Jo
hannesburg writer.

Talking Rugby
South Africa now has 11 official lan

guages. Three of them could be heard as
announcers rotated during the same televi
sion broadcast recently when the Spring
boks, Soutli Africa's national rugby team,
upset heavily favored Australia In the
Rugby World Cup championships that are
being played here now. Thus, during a
critical juncture of the game, whites who
speak English and Afrikaans were forced
tolisten totheplay-by-play InXhosa, while
blacks who only speakXhosa feltleftoutin
the early periods. Before the game, this
had been considered something of an out
rage.

Butafter the game, when the Aussies
had been routed, nobody cared. For didn't
SouthAfrica,which has been operating on
miracles for the past couple of years, pull
offanother one? Wasn't It keen that Nelson
Mandela,with his funnycoloredshirt, was
in the stands rooting for this team of
mostly upper-class whites? Though hewas
never a rugby man himself, didn't he give
the team a splendid pep talk when he told
members that they stood for the aspira
tions of South Africans black and white?
On such a propitious day,wasn't Iteasyto
believe that fractious South Africa might
actually mutate Into something that actu
ally feels like one country?

"Absolutely possible," saysJuliaHart,
a white Capetonlan and rugby fan and-
llke enormous numbers of white South
Africans —a fanofMr.Mandela. Afterthe
game, Ms. Hart celebrated with friends at
a braai, or barbecue. Only two thingswere
discussed; how wonderful the Springboks
played, and how lucky the country Is to
have Mr. Mandela.
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iiuu rewnaeii, udiiy. i'He counirj
gone, seeminglyovernight, ftvm one
world's most oppressed and repress
one of theworld's most open and pe
sive. It has peeled off the Calv
that suffused theoldwhitestate, but t
quite decided what to replace it with,

In the meantime. South Africans
determined to celebrate, fret over
debate their rapidly chan^ng societj
new-found freedoms, with equal am
of zeal, dismay and candor. This n
for a rather schizophrenic culture;
gized andoptimisticone mdiient, nei
and pessimistic the next. "When e
thingis shifting,copingis bothenonm
hard and enormously interesting,"
Carole Johannes, asecret^ lunchin]
dayat a sidewalk bistro thatispartof
Town'sthrivingcafe society.

Signs of the Times
The signs of change are everywl

Thepress, after years of censorship,
grownlively andfractious, turningits
on wayward politicians with a zeal
has even left the African National
gress-Nelson Mandela'sparty, and k
mediadarling- grumbling. Thedayi
police revealedthat an ANC parliamei
ian was among a number of politic
packing weapons in the National As
bly, the Sowetan newspaper ran a cai
showing multiracial parliamentarian!
batinga pointoforder - by pointing
nade launchers at each other.

No holds-barred talk radio has
somed. Onone recent evening,a psycl
gist fieldedan hour ofphone calls - oi
joys of guilt-free masturbation. This
surprising; the sex trade, though te(
cally illegal in this country of 41 mil
seems to be flourishing. Arecent issue
Cape Town newspaper included five
umnsofclassifiedadvertisingformas
parlors - never mind another three
umns for escort agencies.

Gay rights and abortion rights, ti
subjects just a year or two ago, are b
debatedvigorously bythe publicand p
cians. Homosexual-rights marches,
heard of except on collegecampuses,
routinely take place in South Africa's
jor cities. Pornography is flourishing
are efforts by organized religion, ai
nascent feminist movement, to curb ii

Liberal Constitutton
Muchof this is simply the byprodu

the world's newest democracy flexini
muscles under an interim constiti
that is considered perhaps the woi
mostliberal in its sanctioningofindivi
liberties. Pornographyis a prime exan
While the rigid antipomography law
the oldSouthAfricatechnicallyremai
the books, they go largely unenfo
because authorities believe they w
survivea constitutionalchallenge.

Thus, in the last year, superma
magazine shelves have exploded with
ually explicit magazines, including 1
tier and a dozen Penthouse-styled c
cats. This in a country where, as lat
April 1994, photographs of female bre
couldn't be published without a cens
star covering the nipples.

How all this will turn out is anyo
guess. Elected a little more than a ;
ago, South Africa's Government of
tional Unity under Mr. Mandela es
tially has four more years to dra
permanent constitution while rewril
where deemed necessary, the outm(
codes of the former white government

The liberal ANChas a solid majorii
the new Parliament. Yet things that m
seem on the surface a shoo-in - legali
abortion on demand, for example - ai
turning out to be so clear-cut. as unll
alliances form over various issues,
example: The nation's 31 million bl
overwhelmingly belong to the ANC. Y(
the abortion issue, ANC proponent
unrestricted abortion are beginnin
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