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~ poraiions, say frankiy thai iheir careers

have been pul on hold for five years while
the affirmative-action machinery goes
about equalizing the system. One such
manager, who declines to be named, puts
the white aftitude this way. “Whites un-
derstand the need for affirmative action, '
but of course everyone wants the other |
guy lo pay the price.” In his case, he
recently left a major company when it

became clear that its affirmative-action
goals had slowed his promotions. Now, he !
has pitched in with partners to start their
own concern.

Others are voting with thelr feet. Gov-
ernment statistics show about 4,800 **eco-
nomically active”” South Africans left the
country last year; virtually all of them
were white, and 70% of those were middle
managers or higher. Opponents of affirma-
tive action use migration statistics to
argue that South Africa can ill afford to
discourage whites and drive them from the -

© system at a time when the country Is

critically short of managers. But some
whites wonder what all the fuss'is abowt,
given the cascade of opportunities in South
Africa’s new, open soclety. “South Africa
i{s America in the 1950s in terms of
opportunity,” says Stephen Francis, a Jo-
hannesourg writer.
Talking Rugby

South Africa now has 11 official lan-
guages. Three of them could be heard as
announcers rotated during the same televi-
sion broadcast recently when the Spring-
boks, South Africa's national rugby team,
upset heavily favored Australla in the
Rugby World Cup championships that are
being played here now. Thus, during a
critical juncture of the game, whites who
speak English and Afrikaans were forced
tolisten to the play-by-play In Xhosa, while
blacks who only speak Xhosa felt left out in
the early periods. Before the game, (his
had been considered something of an out-
rage., -

_ But after the game, when the Aussies
had been routed, nobody cared. For didn’t
South Africa, which has been operating on
miracles for the past couple of years, pull
off another one? Wasn't It keen that Nelson

* Mandela, with his funny colored shirt, was

in the stands rooting for this team of
moslly upper-class whites? Though he was
never a rugby man himself, didn't he give
the team a splendid pep tatk when he told
members that they stood for the aspira-
tions of South Africans black and white?
On such a propitious day, wasn't it easy to
believe thal fractious South Africa might
actually mutate into something that actu-
ally feels like one country?,

“Absolutely possible,"” says Julia Hart,
a white Capetonian and rugby fan and—
like enormous numbers of white South
Africans — a fan of Mr. Mandela. After the
game, Ms. Hart celebrated with friends at
a braai, or barbecue. Only two things were
discussed: how wonderful the Springboks
played, and how lucky the country is to

have Mr. Mandela.
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and rewriien, adly. the counr)
gone, seemingly overnight, from one
world’s most oppressed and repress
one of the world’s most open and pe
sive. It has peeled off the Calv
that suffused the old white state, but }
quite decided what to replace it with.

In the meantime, South Africans
determined to celebrate, fret over
debate their rapidly changing society
new-found freedoms, with equal am
of zeal, dismay and candor. This n
for a rather-schizophrenic culture;
gized and optimistic one moment, net
and pessimistic the next. “When e
thing is shifting, coping is both enorm
hard and enormously interesting,”
Carole Johannes, a secretary lunchin,
day at a sidewalk bistro that is part of
Town’s thriving cafe society.

Signs of the Times

The signs of change are everywl
The press, after years of censorship,
grown lively and fractious, turning its
on wayward politicians with a zeal
has even left the African National
gress—Nelson Mandela's party, and Ic
media darling ~ grumbling. The day :
police revealed that an ANC parliame!
ian was among a number of politic
packing weapons in the National As.
bly, the Sowetan newspaper ran a car
showing multiracial parliamentarian:
bating a point of order — by pointing
nade launchers at each other.

No-holds-barred talk radio has
somed. On one recent evening, a psyc|
gist fielded an hour of phone calls — o1
joys of guilt-free masturbation. This
surprising; the sex trade, though te
cally illegal in this country of 41 mil
seems to be flourishing. A recent issue
Cape Town newspaper included five
umns of classified advertising for mas
parlors — never mind another three
umns for escort agencies.

Gay rights and abortion rights, t
subjects just a year or two ago, are b
debated vigorously by the public and p
cians. Homosexual-rights marches,
heard of except on college campuses,
routinely take place in South Africa’s
jor cities. Pornography is flourishing -
are efforts by organized religion, a
nascent feminist movement, to curb i

Liberal Constitution

Much of this is simply the byprodu
the world’s newest democracy flexin,
muscles under an interim constitu
that is considered perhaps the wo
most liberal in its sanctioning of indivi
liberties. Pornography is a prime exan
While the rigid antipornography law
the old South Africa technically remai
the books, they go largely unenfo
because authorities believe they w
survive a constitutional challenge.

Thus, in the last year, superma
magazine shelves have exploded with
ually explicit magazines, including |
tler and a dozen Penthouse-styled c
cats. This in a country where, as lat
April 1994, photographs of female bre
couldn’t be published without a cens
star covering the nipples.

How all this will turn out is anyo
guess. Elected a little more than a !
ago, South Africa's Government of
tional Unity under Mr. Mandela es
tially has four more years to dra
permanent constitution while rewri
where deemed necessary, the outmi
codes of the former white government

The liberal ANC has a sclid majori
the new Parliament. Yet things that v
seem on the surface a shoo-in — legali
abortion on demand, for example — ai
turning out to be so clear-cut, as uni
alliances form over various issues.
example: The nation’s 31 million bl
overwhelmingly belong to the ANC. Y
the abortion issue, ANC proponent
unrestricted abortion are beginnin
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